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He took possession of the ship's register and according to it demanded
the gold and silver and pearls entered on it, and it was all delivered
to him, nothing missing. The total was over 40,000 ducats.
He says that after he had taken possession of the ship the English-
man ordered twenty of its seamen to be taken to his vessel, which
was done. This left only 22 persons, passengers and seamen, on
board of theirs.
He says that after he had captured this ship with the aforesaid
consignments of gold and silver and pearls and 200 boxes of sugar
of 40 arrobas each, and 7000 hides and a thousand hundredweight
of ginger and other merchandise, to a total value of 120,000 ducats,
the Englishman kept his prize with him. The two vessels continued
on a course to within 400 leagues of these islands, where, in a storm,
the vessels were separated and they never saw the English ship again.
He says that the English general and 36 of his men had remained
on the Santa Maria de San Vincente and now kept on their course with
it alone. All on board suffered great hardship and want because they
had almost no supplies, for the corsair had removed most of those
they had had to his ship, being in need of them. It came to a point
where they had only a few oats a day, cooked in (p. 3) salt water, and
so continued until October 12 when they sighted the island of Flores.
He says that as soon as they sighted the land they approached it,
that some craft might come out and show them the harbour, in order
to anchor in it; and the general ordered that none of the Englishmen
should speak or appear, but only the seamen and passengers of the
captured vessel; and he asked that a boat with five men should be
sent out to him. When these had come alongside he took them on
board by force and made them prisoners, and told them that he
would not release them until he was given the supplies he needed,
for which he would pay. Recognizing that he was a corsair, the
people of the island did not wish to furnish him supplies. One of the
principal passengers in the ship (among those who had been robbed)
then landed and begged the people of the island to sell them the
supplies they wanted, for if they refused the English would throw
him and his companions overboard to drown, and they would so be
made to suffer for it. They believed that the general had determined
to do this. Therefore^ to avoid it, the people of the island sold the
English the supplies they needed.
He says that as soon as the corsair had received these supplies on
board he set deponent and the other seamen and passengers1 on
1 Not all were released. Some were carried into England. Gf. Document No. 65,
post.